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CompassLearning’s Odyssey Reading/Language Arts and Math for 
kindergartenandfirstgradestudentsprovidecomprehensive,Utahand
CommonCore-alignedearlyinterventioninliteracyandnumeracy.Instruction
canbefocusedoneachstudent’sspecificneedsthroughdiagnostic/prescriptiveor
teacher-createdlearningpaths.OnemanagementsystemcontrolsbothOdyssey
Reading/LanguageArtsandOdysseyMathforconsistencyindelivery,data,andprofessionaldevelopment.

Thisdocument,inconjunctionwithCompassLearning’spresentationandcustomwebsite,isintendedtoprovide
youwiththeinformationyouneedtomakeaninformeddecisionregardingtheselectionofavendortoprovide
interventioncontentforyourstudents.

Technical Requirements:
CompassLearningOdysseyrunsonbothWindows® and Apple®platformsviaaninternetbrowser.iPad
functionalityisinbetatestingandtheinitiallaunchisplannedduringthe2012–13schoolyear.CompassLearning
willprovideyourschoolwithacomplimentarysitesurveytodetermineeachsite’sreadinessforinstallation.See
Odyssey 2012 System Requirements(attached)formoreinformation.

Professional Development and Technical Support:
CompassLearningoffershigh-qualityprofessionaldevelopmenttoassureusersimplementtheprogramwith
fidelityandthatdataisusedtodriveinstructionaldecisionmaking.Ourprofessionaldevelopmentstaff,the
ImpactTeacherAcademyteam,iscomprisedofformerteachersandadministratorscommittedtostudentand
teachersuccess.Face-to-faceandwebinar-basedplanningandtrainingsessionsaresupplementedwithonline
resourcesforongoing,alwaysonlearning.

CompassLearning offers a range of profes-
sionaldevelopmentofferingsrangingfrom
gettingstartedsessionstocomprehensive
implementationmodels.

CompassLearning support personnel 
areavailablelivefromourAustin(TX)
headquartersfrom7a.m.to7p.m.CST,
MondaythroughFriday,viaatoll-free
phone,livechat,ande-mail.Inaddition,
eachcustomersiteisassignedaCustomer
Advocatewhoprovidesone-stopshopping
forinstallationandotherstart-upquestions.

Reading/
Language Arts  

and Math 
Early Intervention

from  
Compass Learning

Measurable 
Results and 
Evaluation

 
Differentiating 
Instructional 
Paths for 
Students

School Leadership Session — 
Student Data Analysis and 
Performance Monitoring

End-of-Service 
Implementation 
Reporting

School-Level 
Orientation 
Meeting    

Ongoing
Progress Monitoring

Impact Teacher Academy Online
Available 24/7

On-Site
Delivery

Virtual
Delivery

District and School 
Leadership 
Pre-Implementation 
Meeting

 

Implementation Model — Blended Delivery

Mid-Service 
Report and 
Progress Review

Getting 
Started with 
Odyssey

Ongoing Progress Monitoring



For more information, please visit our resource page at http://info.compasslearning.com/utahearlyintervention. 2

Assessment:
CompassLearningOdysseyincludesavarietyofformativeandsummativetools
tosupportinstructionanddeterminestudentgrowthandachievement.

}Scoredonlinelearningactivities

}Lessonquizzesandchaptertests

}Diagnostic/prescriptivepre-andpost-testsbasedonUtahand 
Common Core standards 

}Printableactivitieswithanswerkeys

}Testcreationtoolstocreatelocalbenchmarkassessments

Teachersreceivedataforinstructionaldecisionmakingandstudentprogress
monitoringthroughavarietyofmeans:

}Morethan20differentreportsofindividualandgroupprogressare 
available.Thesereportscanbeaggregatedattheschoolanddistrict 
levelsanddisaggregatedbydemographicsub-groups.

}Ateacherdashboardprovidesat-a-glanceinformationaboutindividuals 
andgroups.

}TheGradeBookallowsteacherstoweightscoresandintegratethem 
withofflinelearningactivityscores.

}Reportscanbeautomaticallyemailedtostakeholders,includingparents.

Best Practices:
Time-on-taskinOdysseyvariesbasedontheexpectedoutcomesoftheprogram.Studentsininterventioninitia-
tivesgenerallyutilizeOdysseyinalignmentwithRTIrecommendations.TheirtimeusingOdysseyisweighed
withthetimeinotherinterventionactivities(i.e.,Odysseyisacomponentoftheinterventionvs.Odysseyisthe
intervention).Ingeneral,inalignmentwithRTIguidelines,CompassLearningrecommendsthatstudentsspenda
minimumof60–90minutesperweekpersubjectareaintheprogram.

Diagnosis  Intervention  ProgressMonitoring
CompassLearning’selectronictoolshelpeducatorsutilizeproveninterventionstrategies.Intervention
decisionsaredeterminedfromassessmentsthatmeasurestudentachievementwithinthecontextofthe
classroomcurriculum.Thedataisthenecessarylinkbetweenassessmentandacademicinterventions.The
CompassLearningadvantageisitsimmediate,assessment-driveninstruction.Thestudenttakesadiagnostic/
prescriptive,standards-alignedassessment.Atthecompletionofthetest,theOdysseyManagerautomatically
gradesthetestandactivatesthelearningactivitiesrelatedtotheobjectivesthestudentdidnotmasteronthetest. 
Theresultinglearningpathcontainsdirectinstruction,guidedandindependentpractice,andon-goingprogress 
monitoringofthecontentthestudentneedstomaster,regardlessofthestudent’sinterventionlevel.

Inadditiontoindividualusebystudents,teacherscanusetheOdysseylearningactivitiesandtoolsona
whiteboardforsmallgrouporwholeclassinstruction,modeling,andpractice.
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Research-Based Content:
Overthepastfewyears,CompassLearninghascloselywatchedthedevelopmentoftheCommonCore
standardsandourcurrentOdysseyproductsincludemanynewlearningactivitiesandassessmentitems
developedtomeettheincreasedrigorofthesenewstandards.Theseactivitiesapplythemostrecent
research-basedinstructionalstrategiesincluding:

}Planningthecurriculumfromthedesiredstudentoutcomes(backwarddesign)

}Maintainingstudents’interestandaidinginformationretentionwithreal-worldexamplesand
practice(real-worldapplication)

}Teachingstudentsatthecoreofsupportandgrowthtomaximizeachievement(zoneof
proximaldevelopment,scaffolding)

}21stcenturyskilldevelopmentwithatechnologicalinterfacelookandfeel

OdysseyReading/LanguageArtsK–1providesinstruction
anddocumentationofgrowthintheNationalReadingPanel’s
fivecompetenciesofreading.Instructionalactivitieswithinthe
curriculumprovideinstruction,practice,andevaluationofthese
competenciesforacomprehensiveinstructionalprogram.

OdysseyReading/LanguageArtsK–1activitiesalsoinclude
supportsforrigorouslearning:

} Interdisciplinarycontentwithscienceandsocialstudies

}Usingchallenging,level-appropriatevocabulary 
(robustlanguage)

}Havingstudentstrytodiscovernewinformation,inadditiontodirectinstruction 
(inquiry-basedlearning)

}Differentlevelsofsupportwithinasingleconcept(multi-tieredscaffolding)

} Integratingskillsandconceptswiththematiccontent

}ExposuretoauthentictextandpracticeusingNationalGeographicKids®  
(authenticpractice)

}Readingcomprehensionstrategies(metacognitiveskills)

OdysseyMathisfocusedonengaging,content-richactivitieswitheasyandintuitivefeatures.Theonlineactivities
provideanopportunityforthestudentstopracticeandexplore.Manipulativesandtoolsareincorporatedthrough-
outtheactivities.Theofflineactivitiesaffordanothermediumtopracticeandlearntheskills,createprojects,and
authenticallyassessstudents.

Basedonhowchildrenlearnnumberoperations 
(cognitivelyguidedinstruction),aswellastheNational 
CouncilofTeachersofMathematics’Principles and  
Standards for Teaching Mathematics and the 5E  
instructionalmodel,OdysseyMathactivitiesdevelop 
adeepunderstandingofconceptsby:

}Movingfromconcretetoabstract

}Fosteringunderstandingofwhy,notjusthow 

}Providingmultiplerepresentationsandreal-worldexamples

}Usingvirtualmanipulatives

}Modelingmathematicalreasoning
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Components of the CompassLearning Odyssey Solution:
Reading/Language Arts
Odyssey Reading/Language Arts Level Kintroduces
younglearnerstofamiliarage-appropriateliteraryclassicsand
buildsearlyliteracyskills.Apowerfulspiralingcurriculumbuilds
andreinforcesreadingandcomprehensionskills.Theactivi-
tiesarestudent-directed,allowinglearnerstoexploreattheir
ownpace.Comprehension,phonics,andphonologicalaware-
nessactivitiesarescoredtoprovideformativeassessment
datatoteachers.Offlinematerialsextendanddeepentheskills
addressedintheonlinelearningactivitiesbyprovidinglesson
plansforteachersandpracticepagesforstudents.

Odyssey Reading/Language Arts Level 1 addresses 
backgroundknowledgeandvocabulary,phonemicawareness,
phonicsinstruction,decoding,fluency,textcomprehension,
decodingusingadecodablereader,andwriting.Theonline
interactiveactivitiesengageandmotivateyounglearnersto
read.Throughinnovativelessonsdesignedwithasoundpeda-
gogicalstructure,studentsbuildandstrengthentheirdecoding
andcomprehensionskills.Astrongphonicsfocusforbeginning
andemergentreadersisthefoundationoftheprogram.Offline
materialsforteachersandstudentsaccompanytheonlineprogram.

Math
Odyssey Math Level K presents students opportunities 
toexploreanddevelopmathskills.Theprogramisdesigned
todevelopfoundationalskillsthatpreparestudentsforlater
learninginmathematicsandtheactivitiesenhancechildren’s
curiosityaboutmath,buildonvaryingexperiences,and
strengthenproblem-solvingandreasoningskills.Activitiesare
taughtandassessedwithvideo,audio,pictures,andsongs.
Studentsreceivespecificfeedbackandlearnattheirownpace.
Lessonquizzesandchaptertestsprovideassessment.Offline
materialsincludeengaging,tieredinstructionalactivities,practice 
pages,andgamesthatextendandenhancetheonlinecurriculum.

Odyssey Math Level 1 offers students the opportunity to 
exploretheworldofmathematics.Amixtureofinteractive
activitieswithvideoandstillandanimatedgraphicsengage
students,increasetheircomprehensionofkeyconcepts,and
enhancethelearningprocess.OdysseyMathfeaturesbest
practicesformathematicsconceptdevelopmentandinstruc-
tion,blendingskillbuildingwithaproblem-basedapproach
andallowingstudentstoexpandtheirknowledgeandgradually
increasetheirproblem-solvingskills.Offlinematerialsinclude
practicepagesthatextendandenhancetheonlinecurriculum.
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Tools
Writer’s Corner and Story Creatorteachwritingforyoung
studentsthroughage-appropriatesettingswheretheycanwrite,
read,tellstories,andillustratetheirthoughts.Theseengaging
featureshelpstudentsbuildpersonalstoriesusingtheirchoiceof
setting,characters,andotherstoryelements.Studentscanchoose
backgrounds,characters,objects,andvocabularywordsfromthe
activitiesintheunittocreatetheirownstories.Linedpaperprovides
aplaceforstudentstowriteafterprinting.

The Math Tool Kitcontainsvirtualmanipulatives—includingbase
tenblocks,counters,fractionstrips,anumberline,andsolidshaper
—thatstudentscanaccessatanytime.Studentscanexplorethe
toolsontheirownortheteachercanprojectthetoolsonawhite-
boardforgroupexplorationanddiscovery.

Assessment
Diagnostic Assessments and Placement in Learning Path—Standards-alignedobjectivesetsare 
usedtocreatediagnostic/prescriptivepre-tests.Atthecompletionofthetest,theOdysseyManagerautomatically
gradesthetestand“turnson”thelearningactivitiesrelatedtoobjectivesthatthestudentdidnotmasteron
thetest.Theresultinglearningpathcontainsdirectinstruction,practice,andon-goingprogressmonitoring
ofthecontentthestudentneedstomaster.Assessmentsarescoredonlineandscoresareimmediatelyand
automaticallyrecordedintheOdysseyManager.

Ongoing Progress Monitoring via Scored Learning Activities, Lesson Quizzes, and Chapter Tests 
—Onlineactivities,quizzes,andtestsarescoredautomaticallyonlinebyOdyssey;thescoresarereportedtothe
onlineOdysseyManager.Statestandards-alignedonlinerubricsareprovidedforOdysseyWriter.Rubricscores
arealsosavedtotheOdysseyManager.Avarietyofreportsdisplaytheactivityscores.

Benchmark Assessments and Post-Tests —AnyoftheOdyssey
pre-testscanalsobeusedasapost-testtomeasuremastery.
Educatorscancustomizeassessmentstocreatecustombenchmark
tests,toadduniquetestitemsandobjectives,andtocoveradditional
subjectareas.TheItemBank,ItemBuilder,andObjectiveBuildertools
allowuserstoexpandtheOdysseyassessmentsuitebycreatingtheir
ownitems,linkingthemtodistrictandstatestandards,andbycreating
practicetests.

Printable Offline Materials—Odysseyincludesprintableactivities
thatteacherscanuseasanotherformofassessment.Answerkeysare
providedandscorescanberecordedintheonlinegradebook.
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Individualizing Instruction
TheOdysseycurriculumcanbecustomizedtomeettheneedsofthedistrict.Coursescanberearranged,
renamed,combined,andcustomizedincludingcreatingcustommasterylevels,decisionpoints,andbranching.

a. Theteachercanassignapre-testtoanindividualoragroup
ofanysize.Followingtesting,acustomizedlearningpathis
createdforthestudentbasedonhis/herindividualneeds.Test
propertiescanbecustomizedbystudentorgroupincluding
masteryscore,timeallotted,testnavigation,andrandomiza-
tionoftestquestions.Testscanbecustomizedattheitemlevel
throughtheuseoftheCustomAssessmentTools.Thesetools
allowuserstocreateoredittestitems,linkthemtoobjectives
andincludetheminassessments.

b. Inlieuofusingthediagnosticpre-test,teacherscanbuildassignmentswithinstructionalcontentspecifically
targetedtowardeachstudent’sneeds.TeacherscansearchtheOdysseydatabasebyskillorstandardto
findactivitiesavailableforthestudents’needs.Activitiesaddedtoalearningpathcanbedrawnfrommultiple
gradelevelstobuildspiralingsequencesofinstruction.

c. TheAuthenticTasktoolallowsteacherstoaddteacher-created
materials,resources,andweblinksto3rdpartycontentto
Odysseyinstructionalsequences.Testcreationtoolsallow
teacherstocreateassessmentstoaccompanyweb-based
materials.

Critical Mistakes Guidance—CompassLearning’slearningactivitiesuseacriticalmistakesanalysis
frameworktoprovidestudentswithcorrectionandguidancewhentheyanswerincorrectlyandinstructional
reinforcementwhentheyanswercorrectly.Thisisnotthesameinstructionoriginallypresented,butisdifferentin
presentationandfocusesonthestudent’sincorrectresponsechoicetoaddresstherootcauseofthemistake.
Notonlyisthestudentprovidedwithanotheropportunitytoanswerthequestion,butalsowithguidanceabout
whytheincorrectanswerwasincorrect.

Decision Points—DecisionPointsallowthesequenceofanOdysseyassignmenttobebasedonstudent
performance.Theyareflagswhichtriggeraspecifiedaction(continue,progressalert,orrestart)whenthe
establishedmasteryscoreinanactivityisnotmet.DecisionPointswerecreatedtoenhancethelearningpath.
Theyarenotrequired,butwhenusedgivetheteachermuchmorecontrolofhowstudentsprogressthroughtheir
learningpaths.

Formoreinformation,pleasevisitourresourcepageat 
http://info.compasslearning.com/utahearlyintervention.
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ODYSSEY 2012 SYSTEM REquiREMEnTS 
W O R K S T A T i O n

Windows
WORKSTATiOn nETBOOK

1.5 GHz Intel® Pentium® 4

1 GB RAM

100 MB free disk space

1024x768 video

16 M colors

Sound card w/speakers or  
headset and microphone*

100 Mbps NIC

256 Kbps/student

1.66 GHz Intel® Atom™

1 GB RAM

100 MB free disk space

1024x600 video

16 M colors

Sound card w/speakers or  
headset and microphone*

100 Mbps NIC

256 Kbps/student

Windows®

Windows® 7 or XP

Windows®

Windows® 7 or XP

Web Browsers

Internet Explorer 8 or 9**

Firefox 11 or 12

Allow third-party cookies

Web Browsers

Internet Explorer 8 or 9**

Firefox 11 or 12

Allow third-party cookies

Plugins

Adobe Flash Player 11.1 or 11.2

Adobe® Acrobat® Reader 9

Adobe® Shockwave® Player 10

Microsoft® Silverlight® 4

Plugins

Adobe Flash Player 11.1 or 11.2

Adobe® Acrobat® Reader 9

Adobe® Shockwave® Player 10

Microsoft® Silverlight® 4

Other

Sun Java™ J2SE™ 6

Javascript™ 1.2

Other

Sun Java™ J2SE™ 6

Javascript™ 1.2

Mac
WORKSTATiOn

1.83 GHz Intel® Core™ Duo***

1 GB RAM

100 MB free disk space

1024x768 video

16 M colors

Sound card w/speakers or  
headset and microphone*

100 Mbps NIC

256 Kbps/student

Mac OS XSM

10.4.9, 10.5 or 10.6

Web Browsers

Safari 4 or 5

Firefox 11 or 12

Allow third-party cookies

Plugins

Adobe Flash Player 11.1 or 11.2

Adobe® Acrobat® Reader 9

Adobe® Shockwave® Player 10

Microsoft® Silverlight® 4

Other

Sun Java™ J2SE™ 6

Javascript™ 1.2

* A microphone is needed for ELL and foreign-language courses.
**Odyssey 2012 does not support setting the Document Mode to Quirks mode in Internet Explorer 8 or Internet Explorer 9.
***Please note: Power PC is no longer supported.


